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First Words 
 

Here at St Maryôs we have lots of weddings and wedding blessings every year - much more 

than in most Parish Churches these days. While this creates a lot of work and it means that 

Church is busy on most Saturdays, it is a real privilege to welcome the couples into our 

Church. It is a privilege to be present and to offer Godôs blessing and the Churchôs prayers 

at the start of so many marriages. 

 

On Saturday 4th Feb and again on Wed 22nd Feb I will  be meeting with those who are 

going to be married here at St Maryôs in the coming year for a couple of óMarriage 

Preparationô sessions. Please will  you pray for all of these couples, and pray for me too. 

 

Later this year - date to be arranged - we will  be having a time to meet together to try to 

discern Godôs call to us, His Church here in Ecclesfield, for the coming 4 to 6 years. This is 

not just for the PCC but for every member of our church who wants to be involved. Please 

look out for more information. 

 

The planning morning will  be part of a parish óweek-end at homeô. We hope to have some 

time to relax and spend time together as a Church. 

 

In the run up to the week-end we will  be asking every member of St Maryôs to ask God to 

show us His plans and His heart for our Church at this time. St Maryôs is not our church it is 

Godôs, and its ministry is Godôs mission of which we are privileged to be a part. 

 

God is a God who speaks and reveals His heart to those who seek Him and who are 

committed to following His call. 

 

Perhaps in this year we can make Samuelôs prayer our own: 

Speak Lord, your servant is listening. 

 

Tim 

 

 
 

Front Cover ï Winter Landscape © www.wallpapers.li (now sadly defunct) 

Back Cover ï Eppic Theatre Poster 

 
 

If you would like to advertise your business in this magazine  

and would like more information please contact: 

 Mrs P Blackburn on  

Alternatively you can E-mail us at: magazine.stmarys.ecclesfield@googlemail.com 
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions  

 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their Mums, 

Dads and Carers 
 

Refreshments for everyone 

 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 

9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Ã2.20 per session 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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Thought for the Month 
 

During January I have been spending time in the company of one of the most 

remarkable women who has ever lived! Julian of Norwich whose book of 

ñRevelations of Divine Loveô was the first book to be written in the English 

language by a woman. 

 

It is an account of, and a meditation on, her vision of God and His great love. In 

one of her most well-known visions, she is given an insight into Godôs 

relationship with the whole of His creation: 

 

In this vision God showed a little thing, the size of a hazelnut, lying in the palm of 

my hand, as it seemed to me, and it was round as a ball. I looked at it with my 

mindôs eye and thought, ñWhat can this be?ò And the answer came é ñIt is all 

that is made.ò I wondered how it could last, for it seemed to me so small that it 

might have disintegrated suddenly into nothingness. And I was answered in my 

understanding, ñIt lasts, and always will,  because God loves it;  é everything has 

its being through the love of God.ò 

 

The love of God is what holds us and all creation in existence. It is the most 

powerful thing in the universe. Godôs love is not conditional on our performance 

or our ógood behaviourô; it is the free choice of the creator God who loves us into 

existence. 

 

Julian sees how fragile we are, how small and fragile Godôs creation is, but she 

has confidence and hope despite this because of Godôs love. 

 

Each one of us, every person that we love, the whole of Godôs creation is small 

and delicate and fragile, and yet it is also safe and secure because of the great love 

of God our creator and our Father. 

 

Julian encourages me to face the new year with hope, not because I know that 

things will  work out as I plan and hope, but because I and the people I love and 

the whole of this wonderful and vast creation are held in hands of love; hands that 

bear the scars of the nails that tell of the cost of such amazing, divine love. 

 

Tim 
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Prayer for the month 
 
One of the prayers of the Bible that has sustained my faith in hard times, and has 

challenged me in easy times is the prayer of Habakkuk. 

He lived at the end of the seventh century before Christ when the Babylonians were 

in power. It was a violent and cruel empire and Habakkuk and his people asked 

where God was, why did he allow the evil empire to thrive while the righteous 

suffered. 

 

We have all asked this question, because living by faith is not easy. We donôt know 

what is happening next, things donôt often turn out how we want them to - either in 

our own lives or in the life of the world. Good people suffer - including us! 

 

It is natural to assume that if  we are following Jesus and trying to live as God calls 

us to live, then God will  give us favourable treatment. But, as we all know from 

experience, Jesusô followers donôt get preferential treatment. 

 

At times like this Habakkuk is a good companion for the journey. 

 

Most of the prophets in the Bible speak Godôs word to us, but Habakkuk speaks our 

words to God! As one writer put it, ñHe gives voice to our bewilderment, articulates 

our puzzled attempts to make sense of things, faces God with our disappointment 

with God.ò 

 

This prophet waits and listens, and his waiting and listening turn to prayer. And in 

prayer he finds that he trusts in God, even in the darkness, even with his questions. 

He discovers that this life of trusting God is the full  life, the only real life. 

 

Here is his prayer:  

Though the fig tree does not blossom, 

and no fruit is on the vine; 

though the produce of the olive fails 

and the fields yield no food; 

yet I will  rejoice in the Lord; 

I will  exult in the God of my salvation. 

God, the Lord is my strength. 

(Habakkuk 3:17-19). 

 

Habakkuk does not stay with his disappointment and questions. In it all he finds the 

presence of God with him. And that is enough.  

Tim 
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On the perils of the Plough Service and the Lamb  
The Rectory  

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

Your plans to devise special Services that will involve local industry does you credit, 

although I cannot imagine what a church decorated with bathroom suites, double glazing 

frames and airplane wings will look like.  Were we to do something similar in this parish, 

we would have to devise suitable symbols for merchant bankers and property developers. 

Perhaps wads of banknotes among the flower arrangements may look rather splendid. Our 

practice is, naturally, to continue with more traditional ways. 
 

We have just had our annual blessing of the plough and new-born lamb. We always have a 

packed church - mainly of parishioners hoping to see the lamb ruin the Rectorôs surplice. 

The only disconcerting part is to be upstaged by the wretched animal as it bleats piteously 

throughout my carefully crafted sermon, which becomes lost as the congregation wonders if 

the poor creature may be hungry, or is missing its mother.  
 

The plough always comes from Colonel Wainwrightôs garden. It stands ornamentally by his 

lake for eleven months of the year and then rotates round four of our local churches for their 

services in January. It must be the best blessed, least used plough in the county. 
 

At least this year, I got several of our local farmers to carry it into church. Last year our 

Verger pushed it up the aisle, accidentally ploughing a perfect furrow along the red 

Axminster. The sight may have looked all very well in a field, but was not appreciated in 

the nave. It did, however, provide a worthy project for our Ladiesô Guild. They will be 

much occupied over the coming months knitting tea-cosies and making jam for sales of 

work before we can replace it. 
 

Our only other occasion when we have animals in church is the Summer Pets Service. 

Invariably one escapes and our hymn singing gradually disintegrates as the younger 

members of the congregation try to catch over-enthusiastic dogs chasing cats and rabbits up 

and down the aisles.  
 

The only true disaster happened some years ago, just after we had restored the organ, adding 

that splendid trumpet stop. Our organist decided to start the service with a brilliant trumpet 

fanfare. The drama of the introduction was somewhat spoiled by all the animals in the 

building simultaneously relieving themselves, out of shock.  
 

Our team of cleaning ladies were much occupied that week - and the congregation, for once, 

raised no objection when I used lots of incense at the following Sundayôs service. So good 

can come out of evil, after all. 
 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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Andrew Jones - Tui Na Massage & Acupuncture  

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort 

Kinetic Clinic, The Old Griffin Pub 

8 Townend Road, Ecclesfield 

Mob: 0753 806 5665 

         andrewjoneshealth@gmail.com 

www.acupunctureandmassage.net 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

ROYLES TRAVEL - A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS  
 

Established 1990 Our reputation is built on Quality and Value for money 
 

Door to Door Luxury Coach Holidays, Scenic Weekend Breaks 

Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions, Executive Group Travel & Coach Hire 
 

114 Tunwell Avenue - Ecclesfield - Sheffield - S5 9FG 

(  (0114) 245 4519 - Mob. 07831 192631 

Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk 
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Itôs much more than a hearty breakfasté 
 

Yes Christmas is over, 2017 is here and the sterling work with the homeless by the 

folk at the Cathedral Archer Project will go on day by day, month by month 

throughout the year.  Way back in December  two of us  attended their Carol Concert 

at the Cathedral, lots of people were there, we sang carols, heard the Christmas story, 

Bishop Tim Ellis preached and we enjoyed piping hot soup, a crusty roll  and 

fellowship afterwards. 

 

At the beginning and at the end of the Service a group called ñThe Archer Project 

Singersô sang for us, and during the service we heard from two men, both now 

working as volunteers, whose lives have been transformed by the Project.  One had 

been living rough but now, thanks to all the help he has received, is living in the 

Salvation Army Hostel, working as a volunteer with the Project, singing in the group, 

and in his own words his life has been turned around because of all the help and care 

he has received.  Then we heard from a man who had been a drug addict but now has 

a new aim and purpose in life as a volunteer within the project helping others who are 

struggling as he used to.    

 

Bishop Tim Ellis started his sermon talking about the songs of Bruce Springsteen 

speaking of the destruction of communities where industries had been closed down.  

They talk about love, hate, the struggle to know what it is to be human and 

aspirations.  He challenges the philosophy of society.  Bishop Tim quoted something 

which Springsteen said at a concert that really brought this home to him.  óNobody 

wins unless everyone winsô. 

 

Bishop Tim went on to say that the story of Jesus being for all humanity ï those who 

are inspired by the story share their lives for all the world ï joy, hope, peace, justice 

and love. 

 

He posed the question ï what allows poverty and hunger to continue in our country ï 

when this happens to one person it happens to all of us. 

 

There is a saying óWhen a butterfly flaps it wings somewhere in the world, a hurricane 

happens somewhere else.  He challenged us to be agents of change.  If Jesus as a baby 

changed the world ï we can collectively create a hurricane to end poverty and hunger.  

A very challenging and thought provoking sermon. 

 

Continues on page 16  
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Le Petit Café 
1a Church Street, S35 9WE  

(near the church) 

Tel: 07496 941411 

Homemade Cakes, Light Lunches, Afternoon Teas 

Bistro Evenings, Private Parties 

Opening times are  

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am till 4.00pm 

With a Yorkshire flavour and specialising in good coffee, we use fresh, locally 

sourced ingredients whenever possible 
 

On the 3
rd
 Thursday of every month 

Singer/guitarist Lou Marriott will be playing between 2.15pm and 4.00pm 

Call to book a table or just pop in 
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Will You Remember Them - February 2017   
 

India  - Christian Woman Stripped and Murdered. 

 

In a climate of growing violence against Christians in India, a Christian woman has 

been stripped naked, beaten to death, and had her body set on fire by people from her 

village. 

 

Samari Kasabi (55) was from the village of Dokawaya, District Sukma, Chattisgarh.  

Her son Sukuraôs (35) and his family were at church about 8 miles from their village 

when the attack took place. The villagers had initially been looking for Sukura, and 

attacked Samari when they discovered he was not there. 

 

Sukuraôs family are the only Christians in their village. Earlier in 2016, Sukuraôs 

family were abducted by Naxalites, a Communist guerrilla group, after the villagers 

told the militants that Sukuraôs family were causing trouble. The Naxalites released 

them after three days when they realised that they were only praying for the sick and 

needy. 

 

Three Open Doors volunteers visited Sukura after the incident. Sukuraôs village is 

very remote and there is no network coverage, so mobile phones do not work in the 

area. When they spoke to Sukura he was very distressed. He said, ñSince the day I 

came to faith no Christian leader from any place has visited us. This is the first time 

someone has come and prayed for us.  Thank you so much.ò 

 

Please Pray 

¶ For godôs comfort for Sukuma and his family. 

¶ For protection for Christians in central India, where violent persecution is on the 
rise. 

JD 
Editor: 

Christianity is India's third-largest religion according to the census of 2011, with approximately 

27.8 million followers, constituting 2.3 percent of India's population. Old legends say that 

Christianity was introduced to India by Thomas the Apostle, who visited Muziris in Kerala in AD 

52. There is a general scholarly consensus that Christianity was definitely established in India by 

the 6th century AD, including some communities who used Syriac liturgically, and it is possible 

that the religion's existence there extends to as far back as the purported time of St.Thomas's 

arrival. Christians are found all across India and in all walks of life, with major populations in 

parts of South India, the Konkan Coast, and Northeast India. Indian Christians have contributed 

significantly to and are well represented in various spheres of national life. They include former 

and current chief ministers, governors and chief election commissioners. Indian Christians have 

the highest ratio of women to men among the various religious communities in India. 
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The Churchyard - Issue 2 - First Published August 1961  
 

Editor: This year we will be re-running some of the articles written by F. S. Hague  
 

Quite by accident, but most appropriate, the first stone in my index is that marking the 

Gatty vault. It is on the left hand side of the path to the Vicarage, garden. Dr. Gatty was 

the driving force behind the vast changes that took place in the appearance of the Church 

during the last century. The more one reads of the changes during his 63 years at 

Ecclesfield the more one understands the reason for the village building a hall in his 

memory. Of course his interests were not confined to Ecclesfield Church, amongst other 

things he was an archaeologist and revised Hunter's Hallamshire. His good friend Joseph 

Hunter was buried a hundred years ago) on 9th May, 1861 in a grave close to the 

vicarage garden to the north east of the church. 

 

In the Gatty vault we: have a real link with history in Dr. Gatty's father in law the Rev. 

Alexander, John Scott, D.D. The stone tells us that he was the chaplain to Admiral Lord 

Nelson on board H.M.S. Victory at the battle of Trafalgar. He is included in the group of 

people attending the Admiral in the famous painting depicting the death of Nelson. A 

tableau of this scene can also be seen at Madame Tussaudôs in London. Dr. Gatty was in-

fluenced by this link as we see from the name of one of his sons Horatio Nelson Gatty. 

 

Apart from this, and of course the War Memorial of the two recent wars, we have few 

references to earlier wars. One exception is on a stone midway between the west end of 

the Church and the lych gate which records that George Hawksworth was slain at the 

battle of Waterloo on the 8th June, 1815 at the age of 29. These few links help to make 

history more real to us in this modern jet age. 

 

One of the, oldest stones is near to the sun, dial in front of the Church, marking the grave 

of Vicar Richard Lord who was buried on the 9th July 1600. He was instituted to, the 

vicarage on the presentation of George, Earl of Shrewsbury, on 8th August, 1585. During 

his, period of office there was a wave of wanton damage and cruelty that make our 

present juvenile delinquents angels by comparison. Vicar Lord conducted an inquiry into 

a long list of misdoings. The main complaint was Richard Wortley, the lord of the manor 

of Wortley, who had his park walls broken and his game killed. In Ecclesfield two horses 

were taken from the churchyard and driven down a coal pit where they died. Horses tails 

were, cut off, sheep and deer killed and sometimes part of the, dead animals were hung 

in the entrance of Wortley Church. One of the malefactors was Gilbert Dicconson of 

Barnes Hall which indicates that some at least were not all poor. In later years a Gilbert 

Dickenson, who was probably the same man in spite of the spelling, was a churchwarden 

of Ecclesfield representing Grenofirth. (Grenofirth was the name of a large section of the parish) 

 

F. S. Hague 
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