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FirstWords

HereatStMa r wéhavelots of weddingsandweddingblessingseveryyear- muchmore
thanin mostParishChurcheghesedays.While this createsa lot of work andit meanshat
Churchis busy on most Saturdaysijt is a real privilege to welcomethe couplesinto our
Church.It is a privilege to be presentandto offer G o dlilessingandtheC h u r préyérs
atthestartof somanymarriages.

On Saturday4th Feb and againon Wed 22nd Feb | will be meetingwith thosewho are
going to be married here at St Ma r yinotee coming year for a coupleof 6 Ma r r |
Pr e p a rsesdionsBleasdenill you prayfor all of thesecouplesandprayfor metoo.

Later this year - dateto be arranged we will be havinga time to meettogetherto try to
discernG o d dalkto us,His Churchherein Ecclesfieldfor thecoming4 to 6 years.Thisis
not just for the PCCbut for everymemberof our churchwho wantsto beinvolved. Please
look out for moreinformation.

The planningmorningwill be partof a parish6 w e-enétath o m &vé hopeto havesome
time to relaxandspendime togetherasa Church.

In the run up to the weekendwe will be askingeverymemberof StMa r yo@askGodto
showusHis plansandHis heartfor our Churchatthistime.StMa r ysaatour churchit is
G o d andlits ministryis G o d missionof which we areprivilegedto bea part.

God is a God who speaksand revealsHis heartto thosewho seekHim and who are
committedto following His call.

Perhapsn thisyearwe canmakeS a mu prayéreur own:
Speak_ord, your servantis listening.

Tim
atla

Front Cover i Winter Landscap@ www.wallpapers.l{inow sadly defunct)
Back Coveri Eppic Theatre Poster

If you would like toadvertiseyour business in this magazine
and would like more informatioplease contact:
Mrs P Blackburron ] 0114 246 8453
Alternatively you can Hnail us at:magazine.stmarys.ecclesfield@googlemail.com




The Gatty Memorial Hall

Priory Road
Ecclesfield
Sheffield S35 9XY
Phone: 0114 246 3993

Accommodation now available for booking
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Thoughtfor the Month

During Januaryl have beenspendingtime in the companyof one of the most
remarkablewomen who has ever lived! Julian of Norwich whose book of
N Revelao Dvine h ® v wad the first book to be written in the English
languageby awoman.

It is anaccountof, anda meditationon, hervision of God andHis greatlove. In
one of her most well-known visions, she is given an insight into Go d 0 s
relationshipwith thewhole of His creation:

In this vision God showed little thing, the sizeof a hazelnut]ying in the palm of
my hand,as it seenedto me,andit wasround as a ball. | lookedat it with my
mi n dy@andthought,i Wh aanthisb e 7Andthe answercameé fi |id all
thatis ma d d wanderedhow it could last, for it seemedo me so smallthat it
might havedisintegratedsuddenlyinto nothingnessAnd | was answeredin my
understandingii | lasts,andalwayswill, becausesodlovesit; € everythinghas
its beingthroughtheloveofGo d . ©

The love of God is what holds us and all creationin existence.lt is the most
powerfulthing in the universe.G o dIove is not conditionalon our performance
orour6 g oboedh a v it istherfrée choiceof the creatorGodwho lovesusinto

existence.

Julian seeshow fragile we are,how small andfragile G o d destionis, but she
hasconfidene andhopedespitethis becausef G o dldvs.

Eachoneof us, everypersonthat we love, the whole of G 0 d @eationis small
anddelicateandfragile,andyetit is alsosafeandsecureébecaus®f thegreatlove
of Godour creatorandour Father.

Julian encouragesne to face the new year with hope,not becausd know that
thingswill work out as| planandhope,but becausd andthe peoplel love and
thewhole of thiswonderfulandvastcreationareheldin handsof love; handsthat
bearthe scarsof the nailsthattell of the costof suchamazinggdivine love.

Tim



Prayerfor the month

One of the prayersof the Bible that hassustainedny faith in hardtimes, and has
challengednein easytimesis the prayerof Habakkuk.

He lived at the endof the seventhcenturybeforeChristwhenthe Babylonianswvere
in power. It was a violent and cruel empire and Habakkukand his peopleasked
where God was, why did he allow the evil empireto thrive while the righteous
suffered.

We haveall askedthis queston, becausdiving by faith is noteasy.Wed o rkidotv
whatis happeninghext, thingsd o nofienh turn out how we wantthemto - eitherin
ourownlivesor in thelife of theworld. Goodpeoplesuffer- includingus!

It is naturalto assumdhatif we arefollowing Jesusandtrying to live asGod calls
us to live, then God will give us favourabletreatment.But, as we all know from
experience] e sfallewersd o myétpreferentiakreatment.

At timeslike this Habakkukis agoodcompaniorfor thejourney.

Most of the prophetan the Bible speakG o dwosd to us, but Habakkukspeaksour
wordsto God! As onewriter putit, i H givesvoiceto our bewildermentarticulates
our puzzledattemptsto make senseof things, facesGod with our disappointment
withGo d . o

This prophetwaits and listens,and his waiting and listeningturn to prayer.And in
prayerhe finds that he trustsin God, evenin the darknessevenwith his questions.
He discoverghatthis life of trustingGodis thefull life, theonly reallife.

Here is his prayer:

Thoughthefig treedoesnot blossom,
andnofruit is onthevine;

thoughthe produceof the olive fails
andthefieldsyield nofood,;

yetl will rejoicein theLord;

| will exultin the God of mysalvation.
God,thelLord is mystrength.
(Habakkuk3:17-19).

Habakkukdoesnot staywith his disappointmenand questionsin it all hefindsthe
presencedf Godwith him. Andthatis enough.
Tim



On the perils of the Plough Service and the Lamb
The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

Your plans to devise special Services that will involve Idodustry does you credit,
although | cannot imagine what a church decorated with bathroom suites, double gl
frames and airplane wings will look like. Were we to do something similar in this par
we would have to devise suitable symbols for mertihamkers and property developers
Perhaps wads of banknotes among the flower arrangements may look rather splendi
practice is, naturally, to continue with more traditional ways.

We have just had our annual blessing of the plough aneboewlamb.We always have a
packed churchmai nly of parishioners hoping t
The only disconcerting part is to be upstaged by the wretched animal as it bleats pite
throughout my carefully crafted sermon, which becomesadsshe congregation wonders if
the poor creature may be hungry, or is missing its mother.

The plough always comes from Col onel W:s
lake for eleven months of the year and then rotates round four of olictacahes for their
services in January. It must be the best blessed, least used plough in the county.

At least this year, | got several of our local farmers to carry it into church. Last year
Verger pushed it up the aisle, accidentally ploughingedept furrow along the red
Axminster. The sight may have looked all very well in a field, but was not appreciate
the nave. | t di d, however, provide a \
much occupied over the coming months knitting-desies and making jam for sales o
work before we can replace it.

Our only other occasion when we have animals in church is the Summer Pets Se
Invariably one escapes and our hymn singing gradually disintegrates as the yo
members of the congrean try to catch oveenthusiastic dogs chasing cats and rabbits |
and down the aisles.

The only true disaster happened some years ago, just after we had restored the organ,
that splendid trumpet stop. Our organist decided to start the sentita trilliant trumpet
fanfare. The drama of the introduction was somewhat spoiled by all the animals ir
building simultaneously relieving themselves, out of shock.

Our team of cleaning ladies were much occupied that waell the congregation, fonce,
raised no objection when | used | ots o
can come out of evil, after all.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace



Andrew Jones - Tui Na Massage & Acupuncture

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort
Kinetic Clinic, The OId Griffin Pub
8 Townend Road, Ecclesfield

British Mob: 0753 806 5665
Acupuncture ] andrewjoneshealth@gmail.com
Council Member www.acupunctureandmassage.net

LJ Piano Lessons LJ

Take Exams or play for fun.

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome.
Alison Hancock ( 0114 245 2780

K.B. Clock Repairs.

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. &
Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks.™
Restoration of clock cases

Contact Ken Baker on

( 0114 2453260 o& 07768293604
Visit us online:www.kbclocks.co.uk/

ROYLES TRAVEL - A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

Established 1990@ur reputation is built on Quality and Value for money

Door to Door Luxury Coach HolidayScenic Weekend Breaks
Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions, Executive Group Travébé&ch Hire

114 Tunwell Avenue Ecclesfield- Sheffield- S5 9FG
( (0114) 245 4519 Mob. 07831 192631
Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk




| t 0s much more than a heart

Yes Christmas is over, 2017 is here and the sterling work witinaheeless by the
folk at the Cathedral Archer Project will go on day by day, month by mol
throughout the year. Way back in December two of us attended their Carol Co
at the Cathedral, lots of people were there, we sang carols, heard the Clhsistynas
Bishop Tim Ellis preached and we enjoyed piping hot soup, a crusty roll
fellowship afterwards.

At the Dbeginning and at the end of
Singersdé6 sang for us, and dur jbotg nowwh
working as volunteers, whose lives have been transformed by the Project. Oni
been living rough but now, thanks to all the help he has received, is living in
Salvation Army Hostel, working as a volunteer with the Project, singing igrthe,
and in his own words his life has been turned around because of all the help ant
he has received. Then we heard from a man who had been a drug addict but nc
a new aim and purpose in life as a volunteer within the project helping otherarerh
struggling as he used to.

Bishop Tim Ellis started his sermon talking about the songs of Bruce Springs
speaking of the destruction of communities where industries had been closed c
They talk about love, hate, the struggle to know whaisitto be human and
aspirations. He challenges the philosophy of society. Bishop Tim quoted some
which Springsteen said at a concert
wins unless everyone wins?oao.

Bishop Tim went on to say that the starfyJesus being for all humanitythose who
are inspired by the story share their lives for all the wbrjdy, hope, peace, justice
and love.

He posed the questianwhat allows poverty and hunger to continue in our couintry
when this happens to onergon it happens to all of us.

There is a saying O0When a butterfly
happens somewhere else. He challenged us to be agents of change. If Jesus as
changed the world we can collectively create a tmicane to end poverty and hunger
A very challenging and thought provoking sermon.

Continues on page 16



Carpet & Sofa

Cleaning Service

Carpets - Leather - Upholstery - Rugs
Stain Removal - 10 Step Cleaning Process
Female Owned & Operated
Professionally Trained - Fully Insured

SISTERS AACCA

CAQPH & SQFA ()LC{J\N“\JG rrrrrrrr oved Carpet Cleaners Assocliation

For a free, no obligation quotation please contact Caroline

on t: 0114 2885345 m: 07857 640678
www.sisterscarpetandsofacleaning.co.uk

o  Le Petit Café
g\/':/’

Tel: 07496 941411
Homemade Cakes, Light Lunches, Afternoon Teas

Bistro Evenings, Private Parties

Opening times are
Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am till 4.00pm

With a Yorkshire flavour and specialising in good coffee, we use fresh, log
sourced ingredientghenever possible

On the 3 Thursday of every month
Singer/qguitaridtou Marriottwill be playing between 2.15pm and 4.00pm
Call to book a table or just pop in
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Retired Doctor needs someone
to take him to Grenoside post
office, to pick up his morning
paper, and have a natter with.

Our lovely clients are looking for mature, like-
minded, caring individuals for support and
companionship at home.

If you have a couple of hours to spare*, apply today, to
become a Home Instead CAREGiver and enjoy a
rewarding part-time career. No previous care experience
is required as we provide full induction training. Age is no
barrier as our oldest CAREGiver is in their 70’s.

*2-16 hours available per week *car driver desirable

ﬁ ',Home Find out more at:

‘Instea www.homeinstead.co.uk/sheffieldnorth
’ or cat: O1 14 246 9666

lo wr. ity pertenal.

Build a brighter_
future for your

child

Kip McGrath's qualified teachers create
individual tutoring programmes for your child,
using proven Kip McGrath methods of tuitiom

MIMaths MReading Je¢]| KLY EYY

MEnglish MSpelling E¥ N a4 Kip )
MComprehension assessment MCGrath

Sheffield North 01442 570 777 sl

Office 12, Haywood House, Hydra Business Park, Nether Lane, Ecclesfield S35 9ZX kipmcgrath.co.uk




Will You Remember ThemFebruary 2017

India - Christian Woman Stripped and Murdered.

In a climate of growing violence against Christians in India, a Christian woman
been stripped naked, beaten to death, and had her body set on fire by people frc
village.

Samari Kasabi (55) was from the village of Dokawaya, Districtin&ykChattisgarh.
Her son Sukurads (35) and his family
when the attack took place. The villagers had initially been looking for Sukura,
attacked Samari when they discovered he was not there.

Sukur aiblsy faarmre t he only Christians i n
family were abducted by Naxalites, a Communist guerrilla group, after the villac
told the militants that Sukuraods f ar

them after thre days when they realised that they were only praying for the sick
needy.

Three Open Doors volunteers visited
very remote and there is no network coverage, so mobile phones do not work i
area. Whenhey spoke to Sukura he was ver
came to faith no Christian leader from any place has visited us. This is the first
someone has come and prayed for us.

Pl ease Pray
TFor godoés comafnodr thifso rf aSwi kluyma

T For protection for Christians i n <c
ri se.
J D
Editor:

Christianity is India's thirdargest religion according to the census of 2011, with approximats
27.8 million followers, constituting2.3 percent of India's population. Old legends say th
Christianity was introduced to India by Thomas the Apostle, who visited Muziris in Kerala in
52. There is a general scholarly consensus that Christianity was definitely established in Inc
the 6th century AD, including some communities who used Syriac liturgically, and it is poss
that the religion's existence there extends to as far back as the purported time of St.Thc
arrival. Christians are found all across India and in all walksfe@f with major populations in
parts of South India, the Konkan Coast, and Northeast India. Indian Christians have contri
significantly to and are well represented in various spheres of national life. They include fo
and current chief ministerspgernors and chief election commissioners. Indian Christians ha
the highest ratio of women to men among the various religious communities in India.
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The Churchyardssue 2- First Published August 1961

Editor: This year we will be reunning some of the articles written by F. S. Hague

Quite by accident, but most appropriate, the first stone in my index is that marking
Gatty vault. It is on the left hand side of the path to the Vicarage, garde@afly.was
the driving force behind the vast changes that took place in the appearance of the C
during the last century. The more one reads of the changes during his 63 ye:
Ecclesfield the more one understands the reason for the village busldnad) in his
memory. Of course his interests were not confined to Ecclesfield Church, amongst
things he was an archaeologist and revised Hunter's Hallamshire. His good friend J
Hunter was buried a hundred years ago) on 9th May, 1861 in a gi@se to the
vicarage garden to the north east of the church.

In the Gatty vault we: have a real link with history in Dr. Gatty's father in law the R
Alexander, John Scott, D.D. The stone tells us that he was the chaplain to Admiral
Nelson on boat H.M.S. Victory at the battle of Trafalgar. He is included in the group
people attending the Admiral in the famous pamtdepicting the death of Nelson. A
tableau of this scene can also be see
fluencel by this link as we see from the name of one of his sons Horatio Nelson Gatt

Apart from this, and of course the War Memorial of the two recent wars, we have
references to earlier wars. One exception is on a stone midway between the west
the Church and the lych gate which records that George Hawksworth was slain a
battle of Waterloo on the 8th June, 1815 at the age of 29. These few links help to

history more real to us in this modern jet age.

One of the, oldest stones is near togte, dial in front of the Church, marking the grav
of Vicar Richard Lord who was buried on the 9th July 1600. He was instituted to,
vicarage on the presentation of George, Earl of Shrewsbury, on 8th August, 1585. D
his, period of office there véaa wave of wanton damage and cruelty that make ¢
present juvenile delinquents angels by comparison. Vicar Lord conducted an inquiry
a long list of misdoings. The main complaint was Richard Wortley, the lord of the me
of Wortley, who had his pankalls broken and his game killed. In Ecclesfield two hors
were taken from the churchyard and driven down a coal pit where they died. Horses
were, cut off, sheep and deer killed and sometimes part of the, dead animals were
in the entrance of \Wtley Church. One of the mdéetors was Gilbert Dicconson of
Barnes Hall which indicates that some at least were not all poor. In later years a G
Dickenson, who was probably the same man in spite of the spelling, was a churchw
of Ecclesfieldrepresenting GrenofirthiGrenofirth was the name of a large section of the parish)

F. S. Hague

11



12



